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TER IR NOUSR
- dpeee— —- - Office of the Press Secretary

m this evening about my higheet duty as PresiGent -- t0 pregecve
.. pesee and det these United States.

: But bafore I do, let me take a mcment to epeak 4DOUL the
sjguation in the Philippines. We've just seen a stirring
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. degonsteation of what sen and wosen cosmitted to desocratic i{deas caa
' eeei - schieve. The remarkable people of thoee 7,000 felands joined
w7 o together with fafth in the same principles on which Americs wag
T foynSed —~ that men and wosen have the right to freely chooee their
- ---—— own destiny. Despite a flawed election, the Filipimo le were
D222 T understood. They csrried thelir sessage peacefully, and they were
e heard acroes their country and acroes the world,

. We salute the resarkable restraint shown by Both sides to

prevent bloodshed during these last tense days. Our hearts and hands

are with President Aquino and her new governsent as they eet out to

v w B408 the challenges ahead. Today the PFilipino people celedrats the
teiumph of desocracy and the world celebrates with them.

L One cannot sit in this office reviewing intelligence on
U1 the military threat we face, saking decisions from arme control to

LiVys to the Philippines, without having that concern for America’s
. security weigh comstantly om your aiasd.

We know that peace is the condition under which mapkind

.- . was sesnt to tlourish. Yet, peace doss mot exist of {te own will.

- It depends on us -- ow our courage to build it and guard it and pese
it on to future gemerstions. George WMshington's worde may sepm hard
and cold today, but history has provea his right agaia and agejns

, - . - “79 be prepared for war,” he said, “le one of the noet eotffestive
' 294ns of preserving peace.” ¥ell, to those who thiak strength
s . : preyokes ocoaflict, M1l Rogers had his ows snswer. Ne said of the
wotld hesvyweight chaspion of his Gays “I've asver seea enyonp
fingulit Jack Dempeey.®

The past five years have showm that American etrength (s
onte again a sheltering ars for freedoe In & dangeroue world. -
Strength is the most persuasive asrgumsnt we heve to convince our
adversaries to negotiate seriously aad to cease bullying other

vy nations.

R

<
1

; But tonight the security program that you and | launched
) ta festore America‘s strength ie ia jeopardy -~ threatened by ghose
who would quit before the job is dome. Any slackening now would
“““ - T invite the very damgecrs America must avoid -- and could fatal)
mioo our negotiating position. Our adversaries, the Soviets --
we trom painful experience -~ respect only mations that
Nebeged neqgotiate £ro@ & poeition of strength. American power 13 the
- ind{spensable elemant of a peaceful world — it 1s Americe’s lpet,
best hope of aegotistiag real reductions ia nuclear azse. Juet as ve
are sitting down at the bargaining table with the Soviet Union, let'se
not throw Aserica’s trump card away. '
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gl Aol ' It vas sot just the lranian hostage crisis of the Soviet

iavasion of Afghanistan, dut the feer -- felt by many of our feiends

~a= that-Aserica cowld not, of.would aot, keep bec coasttmests.

Pakistan, the country acst threatened by the Alfghan invasion,
cigiculed the ficst oflesr of Amscican ald as “peanuts.” Other
nations were saying that it was dangerous -- deadly dangerous -- 3
be a friend of the Uanited States.

It vas mot just years of declining defense spendipg, dut
e prisis in recruitment and cetention and the outright canceliation
of programs vital to our security. The Pemtagom bocror storigs ot °
thy time wete adout ships that coulda®t sail, planes that couldn't
tly for lack of spacre pacts, and acay divislons uaprepated to (ight.

e And it was not just a one-slded arms agreement that 2ade
1t sasy for one side to cheat, dDut & treaty that actually permitted
ingreases in nucClesr arsenals. Even 3upporters of SALT (I wejge
demoralized saying, well, the Soviets just won't agree to anylhing
better. And when President Carter had to abandon the treaty bHecause
Senate leaders of his own party wouldn®t support it, the Uaited

- Staptes was left without a national strategy for conteol of nuglear

weappons.
B de knev immediate changes had to be made. 30 Nrg's Mat
we did: UWe set out to show that the long string of jovernsenis
falling undecr Communist dosination was going to end; and we'tq doing
it,

In the 1970°'s, one strategic country after anotheg fell
Jadsr the domination of the Soviet Uniom. The fall of Laos, Cymdolia,
apd) South Vietnam gave the Soviet JUniom a strategic nostition oa the
South China Sea. The invasion of Afghanistan cut nesrly in Mt
Spoviet flying time to the 2ersian Julf. Communist takeovers (n co.td
Yesen and Ethiopfa put the Soviets astride the Red 3ea, entryyay t>
the Susz Canal. Pro-Soviet rejizes in ozambique and mou
strangthened the Soviet position ia southera Afcica. Cinglly.
Getanada and Bicarequa gave NOsCOv two dew Jeachheads ci3ht on the

Joorstep of the Inited States.

Co In these last S years, mnot ome square inch of tergitory
hag Seen lost, and Crenala has been set free.

When we arcived im 1981, guerrillas [a £1 Salvadog had
lagnchad what they called their “final offensive® to sake thag nation
thp seconé communist state on the aaimland of Lorth America. lan,
Dedple said the situstion was bopeless; they refused to delp. e
4idn’t agrae; we 418 help. Today those guecrillas are ia retgeat.
£1 Salvador is & Cemocracy and (cealdoa tighters are challengipg
copmunist regimes ia Nicaraqua, Afghanistan, Angola, Candodia, and

Ethiopia.
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We 90t out te show that the Westera sllience Sould meet
488 secucity seeds, despite Soviet iatinldetion. And we'ce doling (s,
l.a{ sald that o tey to cowster the Seviet 88-20 alssiles

oglit NATO Decanse Zurope mo lomger believed (n defending iroele.
Well, that wvas scesease. Today, Pershing sad crulse sisslle
deployments sre on ochedule, and our allies Support the deciston.

. W% 3et 0wt to raverse the docline 1a mofale 1n 0ur Araed
Tarces. And we'yre doing It. Pride iam our Armed Porces has bdeen
restored. Nore qualified men and woeen wvaat to Joia -~ and temsin ia
=~ the militacy. 1Ia 1900, sbout halt of our Azay's cectuits were
::’t $chool graduates; last year, 91 pecrceat had high schoel

’lm.‘

Out Atmed Porces ®ay be smaller ia sise then in the

1950°s, but they’se some of the Cinest {ou.g People this countey hag
ever produced. Aad ap long as I'a Pres dent, ’

oquipment they need ¢o Carcy out thelr aissioca.

We set out to narrov the scowing gape in our strategic
deteccent. And we'se beginaing to do that. Our sodecnlisation
pPtogras -~ the NX, the Trideat submarine, the B-1 and Stealth boabers
T- repiesents the first gignificant iaproveseat i{n Aserica's
Stiategic deterrent in 29 years.

: Those who speak 30 often Sbout the so-called aramg sace
ignore a cencral facts 1a the decade before 1901, the Soviets were
the only ones racisg.

Ouring my 1980 campaign, 1 called federal vaste and fraud
8 national scandal. Me xnev we could Raver cebuild Amecica's
strength without fige: controlllag the exploding cost of datenee
prograss. And we're doing it.

1 WheR we took office (a 1981, costs had been escalating at
a1 annual rate of 14 percent. Then we begam our reforms. And in the
laat tvo years, cost incresses have fallea to less than one peceent.

We've made huge savings. Bach Pr-1g tighter costs neacly
$¢ aillion less todsy than ia 1981. One of our air-to-aic missiles
Costs barely half as such,

Getting control of the defense buteaucracy s no sasl}
!

Each yess the Defense Department signe bundreds of
thousands of cdatrects. 80, yes, a dorroe story will sometimes tura
up dsspite our best effores. That's why we sppoiated the ficat
Inspector General ia the histocry of the Defease Depactaent -~ aad
virtually every case of fcaud or abuse hss beea uncovered by our

task,

svindled our Armed Forces vith faulty equipment, thc{ are thieves
it

stesling from the arsensl of Semocracy -- and they will be prosecuted
to ghe fullest esteat of the law.

, Pinally, we've set out to reduce the danger of nuclear
var. Here, too, we'se achieviag what some safd coulda’t be doas.
We've put forth & plas fof deep reductloans g auclear systess; we're
pushing forward oug bighly prosisiag Stzategic Defense Infetakivg --
2 secCurity shield thae Ry one 43y protect us and our allfes Czoa
nuclear attack, vhethes launched by deliderate calculation, freak
accident, or the isoleted impulse of a madman. 1ga°¢ 1t better to
use our talents and technology to duild systeas that destroy
8lssiles, not people? .

o
*

they*'ll get the Qualiey

- mod &

«c we-
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Our 50888¢9¢ has gotten through. The Soviets wsed ¢
contend that real reductions ia auclear elseiles were out of the *
yastion. MNow, they say they accept the idea. Well, we ohall see.
juqc this week, OUS negot lators preseated & new plan fer the
eliaination of intecmsdiate-renge muclear miseiles, and wo'ce
2tessing the Soviets for cuts in other offeasive focces ¢80 will. One
thing is cercains §f the Soviets truly wast fair and verifiodle

. agreesents that reduce nuclear forces, we will have thoee oqresaents.

. Our defenss prograss five years 890 ware isaensy, and
3 drastic action was cequired. Even ay predecessor in tale office

i tecognized that and projected siseanle increases in defenss spending
e and I's proud of what we've dome.

dow the Diggest increases in defense spending are dehind
ue. And that's why, last suamsr. | egreed with Congcess to fceese .
defanse funding for one year., and after that to resume a acdest
thres-percent aanual growth. Frankly, 1 hesitated to redch this
agreeament on & freese bDecause we still have far too such to do. But
f tnougnht ctnat Congreesional support for steady increases over
several years was 8 step forward.

dut this didn’t happen. Instead of a freeses, there was 2
shagp cut -- & cut of over five percent. And soses are now sdying
that ws aaed O chop another 20, 30, o even $350 uillton out of
aational detense.

This §s reckless. dangerous, and wrong. 1It's osckeliding
of the eost irresponsivie hind, anl you need to know aoout {t. You,
aftec all, paid the ©ill for all we've accomplished tness past (ive
/eats. But we 3till) have a way to qo. Hillions of Amecicans
actually belleve that we are now suerior to the Soviet Union {n
ai)itary power. dell, 1'm soccy, Dut {f our country’s qoing to have
a yseful decate on national security, we have ta get veyond the
drusoceat of propagania and get the facts on the uo}o.

Over the next few months, you‘'ll be heating this decate.
1°'d like you to keep in aind the two simple reasons not to eut
defense now. One, it's not chsap. Two, it’'s not safe. (€ we listen
t0 tnose who would asandon our defense prograa, we will 20t only
jeopardize negotistions with the Soviet Union -- we mey put gesce
fcoelf ac cisk.

I said it wouldn’t De cheap to cCut. ilow can cutting not ‘
o8 cheapl? dell, siaple. de tried that In the seventies and the
fesNlt was waste, enoracus waste -- hundgeds of aillions of Jollars
lost cecause the coet of each plane and tank and ship went up, often, :
asg lup. The Old shogpecs’ adage proved true ~- they 4fe CROSPEL vy
tne dogzen. ‘

Arbitrary cuts only ocing phony savings, out tnece's a
20F8 isportant resson not to abanion our defense progras. It's not
safe. )

Almost 23 years ago, whea John Kennedy occupied this
ntfice during the Cuban sissile cristis, he coesmanded the greatest
mllicacy power on earth. Today, we Americans sust live with &
dangerous new reslity. Year-in and year-out, at the ezpenss of its
2em . pecple, the Soviet leadership has Deen making a relentless effore
to gain ailicary superiocity over the United States.

PR —
e . > - GO

Betweea 1970 and 1995 aloms, the Soviets invested $50V
oillion more than the Uniced States {n defense -- and wuild nesrtly
three times as many strategic slssiles.
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A9 & coneequencs of theic encraces weapons lavestmsnt, ®ajer silitary
iphslances otill esiet betveen our twe ocountriee.

Today. the Soviet Unioa e over one-end-e~halfl
tipes as —-{ combeat alzcraft as the United States, ovet
tvo-and-a-half tises se samy subsarimes, over five times 40 Sany
tapks and over elevea tises ss many artillery pleces.

- . ¥We have begun to cldes some of thess yape, dDut if we're
to regain our sargias of safety, wmore sust de done. where the
Soviets once relied on numbere alome. they mow strive for both
quaatity and quality. We amticlpate that over the next tive years,
tuz wil} doplo{ on the order of 40 suclear subsarioes, 300 aew
bellistic sissiles and 18,000 modera tanks. Ny tive-yearv dafeanse
budget saintaine our cosaitmsent to America’s rebuilding progras. And
1'n grateful that Secretary el is here to fight for that
progras with all the determination and adility he dae showm ia the

past.

Sut sy budget 4ces not call for matching these Soviet
increases. So one ’uootloa sust be asked: Caa we reslly afforéd to
d0 less than what 1‘’ve propoeed?

Today, we spend a third less of our groes national
product on defense than under John Kennedy, yet some in Conqress talk
of even deeper cute. Barely siz percent of cur nation’s qrose
national product == that's all we lavest to keep Americe free, secure
and at peace. The Soviets lnvest sore than twice as such. But now
strip away sending on salaries, housing, dependents and the Llike and
compare. The United States invests om actsal weapons and sessarch
only 2.6 percent of our gross national product, while the Soviet
Union invests 11 percent on weapons, moce than four times a8 such.
This is the hard, cold reality of our defense deficit.

But 1t°s not just the lsmense Soviet arsenal that puts us
on our guard. The record of Soviet behavior, the long history ot
Soviet brutality toward those who are wesker reminds ue that the only
quarantee of peace and freedos is our silitary strength and our
national will. The peoples of Afghanistan and Poland, ot
Czechoslovakia and Cube and s0 mamy other captive countries. they
yndecstand thie.

Sose argue that our dialogue with the Soviets seans we
can treat defense more casually. Bothimg could be farther fzoa the
tryth. It wae our seriocusmess about defease that created the ¢clisate
_im which serious talks could finally begia.

Sow that the Soviets are dback at the tadle, weo muet not
undercut our negotiators. Uanfortumatsly, that’s exactly what so8e
mgsbers of Congress have dome. By Daamiag any U.8. tests of
anti-satellite system, Congress a0t oamly protected & Soviet sonopoly,
it unilaterally grasted the Soviets a concession they could not win
at the dargaiaing table.

80 our defense progras must rest on these principles.
First, we must be smart about what we build. We doa’t have to copy
everything the Soviets do. We doa’t have to compete on Soviet terms,
Our job is to provide for our security by usiag the strengthe of our
free society. If we think smart emough, we 4ca’t have to think quite
30 big. We don‘t have to 30 the job with large numbers and brute
fogce. :
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. | Ianovation Is our advaatege. Owe exsaple -~ 8dvances (a )

W saking alicplanes aad cruise missiles almoat {avisible te Soviet tadas
S _ .. coyld neutralize the vast air detense systems wpom which the Saviegs
~= and soms of thelc most danqgerces clieat states -- depend. ‘

i 2a)
2 We doa’t have to incresse the sise of eur fecees fres twe
11 sillion to their five million -~ ss long as cur militery sea snd
i & N vonga have the Quality tools they need to Io!‘:‘u poste. We don't .
havg to have a8 B8ay tsaks as the Soviets as o8 v have '
’ * sophisticated anti-taak wespoms.
[}

Bluaprints alone doa’t deter aggcession. We have to tramslate ewr
lead in the 1ab to & lead in the field. Dut whea our dudget is cut,

1

1

j 0 But 1asovation is not emough. We have to follow through.
vy can't do elither.

]

1
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, Second, our security assistance provides &8 auch security
:‘ for the 4ollar as ous own Jdefense budget. Our Crieads can pecfors
5o sany tasks moce cheaply than we caa. And that'’s why I coa’t

X understand proposals ia Congress to sbacply slash this vitel toel,
Militacy assistance to friends {n strategic regions strengthens those
whg share our valuas and interests. And vhen they are strong, we're
strengthened. It 18 Ia our intecrest to help them mest thiests that
could ultimately bring barm to us as well,

Thizd, wvhere defense reform is needed, we will pursue {t.
The Packard Comeission we created vwill be reporting in two day_o.

We hope they will have ideas for mev approsches that give
us even better ways to buy our weapoas. We're sager for good ideas,
for new ideass -~ America‘'s speclal genius. Wherever the Commission's
recommendations poiat the way to greater eszecutive effectiveness, !
vil) implement them, eves if they rua counter to the will of the
entgenched bureaucsacies and special laterests. I will also urge

ress to heed the Commission’s report and to remove those
obstacles to good sansgement that Congress itself has created over
the yeacs.

The fourth element of our strategy for the future is to
tedyce Aserica’s dependence on nuclesr weapoms.

You've heard me talk about our Strateqic Defense
Inigiative, the program that could one day free us all from the
prison of nuclear tecror. It would be pure folly for the United
States not to press forvard with SDI wvhen the Soviets have slceady
inyested up to tweaty years on their owam program. Let ws Aot !ocxot
that the only operational missile defense ia the wocld today quacds
the capital of tbe Soviet Ualon -~ aok the Uaited States.

But while SDI offers hope for the future, we have to
congider today's world. Por too long, we and our sllies have
peseitted nucleat wespons to be a crutch, & way of aot bhaving to face
up to real defenss nseds. Ve must free ourselves from that crutch.
Ous goal should be to deter, and If ascessacy, to repel any mm————
aggression without 3 gesort to nuclear acms.

\ Nere, sgala, technology cam provide us with the means not
only to cespond to full-scale agqressioa, but to strike dack ot
tescrorists, vitbout haraning {nnocent civilians.

Today’s technology makes it poseible to destioy & tank
coluan up to 120 siles away without using astomic weapoas. This
technology may be the first cost-effective coaveational defense ia
post-~war history agaiast the glaal Red Azay. Whea we fail te squip
owf troops with these moderaized systems, we oaly lacrease the tlsk
that we msy one day have to resoct tOo BUCladZ weapoas.

© —— ————
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Theee are the practical Gecieiens wo mahe When w0 oond o
defense budget to Comgrese. Bach geseratien hae te Live with the
\ challenges history delivesre. And we Gaa’t cope with theee ehallenges
- by avasion.

: If we swetain cur effoctes now, weo have the SO0k dhance ia

N docades of Duilding & secure peace. That's why 1 set with Gemeral
Secyetary Gorbachev last ysar, and that’s why we're talking te the
Soviets today, bergeining -- if Congrees will eupport ws - fros

strength.

¥We want to meke this & more peaceful world. We waat to
tedyce sras. We want agresseats that truly disiaish the auvelear
da £. Yo dom’t jJust want signing ceremocmies and color photographe
of leaders toasting each other with chaspagne. We want Sore.
want real agreeseats -- agressents that feally work -- with ao
cheating. Ve want aa ond to state policies 0f intisidation, threste,
and ths conatant guest for dosimation. We weat real peace.

1 will meveg ask for what ijsa‘t needed; I will aeves
fight for what iea’t necessary. But I ased your help.

We've come 80 far together these last 3 yeers == let's
not falter now. Let's saintain that crucial level of astionsl
strength, unity, and purpose that has bx t the Soviet Union to the
negotiating table, and has given us this histocic oppoctunity te
achieve real reductions in nuclear weapons and & real chance &t
lasting pesce. That would be the finest legacy wa could Leave behind
-s fOr OUr children and for their children.

T™hank you. God Dless you amd good night.

K0 8134 P.N. BST
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